SOUTH SCHOOL
January 10, 2021

South School Families,
We are very proud of all of our students who worked very hard during our two weeks of remote
learning. They continue to impress us every day! We are very much looking forward to seeing our
Cohort A students in the building tomorrow as we return to the Hybrid Model.
On Monday, there will be no school in honor of Martin Luther King Day. Recent events in our country
have shed even more light upon how much work is left to be done in order for us to realize MLK’s
dream (as a nation). As we re ect upon his work and ideals, we are reminded of our duty to teach the
next generation to value and embody peace, inclusion, social justice and service. Please read below
about Andover's upcoming Service Day.

We are excited to introduce the rst annual Andover Public School SERVICE DAY! The Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday on Jan. 18, 2021, marks the 26th anniversary of the day of service that celebrates the
Civil Rights leader’s life and legacy. Observed each year on the third Monday in January as “a day on,
not a day off,” MLK Day is the only federal holiday designated as a national day of service to
encourage all Americans to volunteer to improve their communities.
Andover Public Schools have combined efforts to bring multiple volunteer opportunities to its families.
Browse the website below and click on each opportunity for more information and to sign up and
contribute to helping our local and global communities!
apsserviceday2021.org
Please choose to get involved and let’s model the importance of service for our young students.

Talking to Children About Violence
High pro le acts of violence, particularly in schools, can confuse and
frighten children who may feel in danger or worry that their friends or
loved-ones are at risk. They will look to adults for information and
guidance on how to react. Parents and school personnel can help
children feel safe by establishing a sense of normalcy and security and
talking with them about their fears.
A highly recommended resource for talking to children about violence is
HERE.

For Those In Need
The Massachusetts Branch for Helping the Hungry Virtually recently
reached out to the South School social workers. They are a small
and newly formed group from across the country who are working
together to help those currently struggling to pay for food.
If you nd yourself in need at this time, for whatever reason, please
contact one of the South School Social Workers (Andrea Goodman
or Catherine Mangie) at andrea.goodman@andoverma.us or
Catherine.mangie@andoverma.us.

Charging Your Chromebook
If your family is using an HP Chromebook x360 device, you will need to
be aware that this Chromebook model has two identical looking ports –
one on each side of the device.
The port on the right side (on the side opposite to the power button) is
for a full/fast charge.
The port on the left side (same side as the power button) is for output
(ie: phone charge).
The charger will t into both of these ports, but only one will provide a
full charge to the device. Users should be made aware that they need to
utilize the full/fast charging port on the right side of the Chromebook (side opposite to the power
button, same side as head phone jack ) to ensure a full charge is achieved.
There are multiple Chromebook models currently is use by your families, and we do not want to cause
any confusion.
Those families using the HP Chromebook x360 model can identify it in two simple ways:

1. The asset label on the back of the device will display their child’s name, and below that name there
will be a model number printed. The X360 devices will display “HP Chromebook x360 11 ” (as an
example).
2. The charger itself (see photo below) has a at “C type” charger on the end, that ts into the
charging port (other non-x360 Chromebook models use a tubular/stem type of charger).
We hope that this tech tip will be useful to the families that currently use the x360 Chromebook device,
and will save them from any frustrating power-up issues.
If you have any questions – please call our IT Help line at 978-623-8324 to speak with the technical
staff.

Looking to Help Support Your Child's Reading and Writing
Development at Home?
Here is a great set of family resources by the Reading and Writing
Project out of Columbia University.
There are videos, book collections, o ce hours, and free workshops.
FAMILY RESOURCES HERE.

Andover Parent 2 Parent
Collaborative & Proactive Solutions: Fostering the Better Side of Human
Nature in Classrooms and Families
Thursday, January 14, 2021
7:00 PM-8:30 PM
Andover Parent to Parent is proud to present the following upcoming
webinar:
Dr. Ross Greene’s evidence-based Collaborative & Proactive Solutions model – as described in his
books, The Explosive Child and Lost at School -- has transformed the understanding of the treatment
of children with social, emotional, and behavioral challenges in countless families, schools, and
therapeutic facilities. With the release of his most recent book, Raising Human Beings, Dr. Greene has
turned his attention to all kids, with a particular focus on teaching the skills that de ne the better side
of human nature: empathy, appreciating how one’s behavior is affecting others, resolving
disagreements without con ict, taking another’s perspective and honesty. These qualities have never
been more important, and research indicates that solving problems collaboratively and proactively can
teach these skill sets to any child or adolescent. Also, despite academic initiatives that have made it
more di cult for educators to be the socialization agents they’ve always been, parents and educators
continue to have boundless opportunities to teach, model, and practice every day.
Register in advance for this webinar. Co-sponsored with Andover SEPAC.
More info at andoverp2p.com

Ross Greene is a clinical child psychologist. He has authored numerous best selling books and is the
creator and executive producer of the documentary lm: The Kids We Lose. Greene developed the

non-pro t: Lives in the Balance. He has been featured on The Oprah Show, Dateline NBC, the CBS
Morning Show, PBS, NPR, The Washington Post and The Atlantic.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon. Jan 11th - Return to Hybrid Model
Mon. Jan 18th - Martin Luther King, Jr Day ~ NO SCHOOL
Wed. Jan 27th - Teacher Professional Development Day ~ NO SCHOOL
APS SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR
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