The Sanborn Weekly ~ April 6, 2010
 
 

MCAS Testing Continues
MCAS Testing is in full swing.  The remaining testing dates are:

Grade 3
Mathematics ~ Tuesday and Wednesday, May 18 and 19

 

Grade 4
Mathematics ~ Thursday and Friday, May 13 and 14

 

Grade 5
English Language Arts ~ Wednesday, April 7

Mathematics ~ Tuesday and Wednesday, May 11 and 12

Science ~ Thursday and Friday, May 20 and 21

 

 

Sanborn School Nominated for U.S. Blue Ribbon 
What is a Blue Ribbon School?  The Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors public and private K-12 schools that are either academically superior in their state or that demonstrate dramatic gains in student achievement.  Each year since 1982, the U.S. Department of Education has sought out schools where students attain and maintain high academic goals. Using standards of excellence evidenced by student achievement measures and the characteristics known from research to epitomize school quality, the Department celebrates schools that beat the odds.
The U.S. Department of Education determines how many schools each state may nominate and notify each Chief State School Officer concerning the number of schools the state may submit. The numbers of submissions are based on the number of K-12 students and the number of schools in the individual state. The Chief State School Officer may submit nominations in two categories: "dramatically improving schools” and “high performing schools”.  Sanborn has been nominated by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to the United States Department of Education as a “high performing school”.  "High performing schools" are in the top 10 percent of all schools on state assessment scores in both reading (language arts or English) and mathematics, regardless of their demographics, and making AYP (adequate yearly progress).
The faculty recently collaborated on the lengthy Blue Ribbon application which included sections on demographics and data analysis as well as narratives on Sanborn’s vision, mission, traditions, and milestones, curriculum and instruction, professional development, school leadership, and indicators of academic success. Our application has been submitted by the DESE to the United States Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  When we hear more from the DOE, I will pass that along to all of you.  Regardless, it is truly an honor for Sanborn to have been nominated and the nomination is a testament to our outstanding staff and committed families.
Second Term Progress Reports
Second term progress reports were sent home with the children on Monday, April 5.  

 

Andover Fund for Education Spelling Bee
Come support Sanborn’s Dog-Gone Good Spellers in the Andover Fund for Education Spelling Bee this Friday night.  The bee will be held at 7:00 P.M. at West Middle School.  Our team consists of teachers Mrs. Carol Gianopoulos, Mrs. Melanie Patterson, and Mrs. Daphne Winders, and parent Mr. John Kirks.  Students are encouraged to attend (with parent supervision) to support our team and show our school spirit.  Sanborn has won the “Spirit Award” for three years in a row and we hope to make it a fourth!  Sanborn supporters are encouraged to wear Sanborn apparel and/or Sanborn colors (blue and white).  We hope to see you there!!  Go Bulldogs!

 

FROM THE PTO
 
Gift Card Orders
PLEASE participate in our gift card program!  This ongoing program replaces TWO fundraising events we would otherwise need to hold.  Last year we raised $4,000 through the gift cards and avoided having to sell expensive candles, gift wrap or other items.  This year we’ve only reached half of that goal.  We have three more months this school year to purchase cards and help fund the many programs and supplies that the PTO supports.  Please send in your gift card order Wednesday, April 7th!

 

Talent Show
Mark your calendar to attend the Sanborn Talent and Art Show this Thursday at 6:30 p.m.  Nearly 30 acts and dozens of student artists will “show their stuff” this Thursday.  We’ll be sharing our good fortune by collecting nonperishable food and grocery items this week and at the Talent and Art Show.    See you there!

 
 
Dates to Remember
 

Tuesday, April 6 – Grade 5 MCAS ELA

 

Wednesday, April 7 – Grade 5 MCAS ELA; Grade 4 MCAS ELA Long Composition make-up

 

Thursday, April 8 – Talent Show, 6:30 P.M.

 

Friday, April 9 – Andover Fund for Education Spelling Bee, 7:00 PM, West Middle School

 

Monday April 12 - Bee Keeper, Birgit DeWeerd visits Grade 3 classrooms

 

Friday, April 16 – School vacation begins, 2:50 P.M.

 

 

 

Sanborn School Gift Card Program can help
you spring into action early this year…
 
Be ready for your May gift giving - order your gift cards now so you have them when you need them!
 
                                                        
 
Mother’s Day - Sunday, May 8th
 
- L.L. Bean                 - Shutterfly
- Macy’s                     - Cheesecake Factory
- Dream Dinners       - Land’s End
- Talbots                    - Williams & Sonoma
 
and many more …
 
 
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR GIFT CARD EFFORT!
 
A percentage of all gift card sales help our school while we make our usual purchases.   It’s a great service and so easy!  The gift card program continues to save participants precious time running around looking for the perfect gift.   Just complete an order form and send it in with a check made out to Sanborn PTO and the gift cards you want are ordered and sent home in your child’s backpack within a week!  It’s that easy and as long as the gift card service remains successful, it replaces other fundraisers we would hold during the year – everyone benefits!
 
If you prefer, we can leave your purchases in the front office of the school for pick up – just indicate your preference on the attached form and thank you for your support!  
 
Forms are due back April 7th so that purchases may be distributed Wednesday, April 14th.  Please contact Tracy McGovern at mcgovernzoo@aol.com if you have any questions about the program.
 

 

 

 

 

 

